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Letter from Amy Henricksen,
Director, and Zali Win 84, Chair,
Philander Chase Conservancy

Board of Directors

Dear Friends, Partners
and Supporters,

As we re ecton the past year, we
are excited to mark two important
milestones in 2025: the 25th
anniversary of the Philander
Chase Conservancy and the 10th
anniversary of Kokosing Nature
Preserve. These anniversaries are
a testament to the commitment

of our community to protect

the natural beauty of the farms,
woodlands, waters and open spaces
surrounding Kenyon College and to
preserve the rural character of the
region at large.

From its inception in 2000, the
Conservancy has helped to protect
over 6,000 acres of land within
a ve-mile radius of Peirce Hall s
Philander Chase Memorial Tower,
preserving vital open spaces,
natural resources and farmland
in perpetuity. Ten years ago, we
deepened our mission with the
establishment of the Kokosing
Nature Preserve, Central Ohios rst

and only conservation burial ground.

The Preserve offers a sustainable
alternative to conventional burial
practices while also contributing

to land conservation, habitat
restoration, and encouraging a
meaningful connection with nature.

This year, we were especially
proud to announce the opening of
the 124-acre Yauger Road property,
now part of the North Trail System
of the Brown Family Environmental
Center. This newly conserved
land expands public access to
green space in Mount Vernon and
represents a signi cant step forward
in our efforts to connect people
more closely with the landscapes
that sustain us.

With your support and nancial
assistance, we will continue to
protect our treasured landscapes for
future generations. We are deeply
grateful for your continued support
and belief in our work.

With heartfelt thanks,

Amy Henricksen

Director, Philander Chase
Conservancy
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Zaliwin 84
Chair, Board of Directors
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Cutting the ribbon! L to R: PCC Board Chair Zali Win 84, Mount Vernon Mayor Matt Starr; Kenyon President Julie Kornfeld; John Woollam 61, PCC Director
Amy Henricksen, Cindy Woollam, Former PCC Director Lisa Schott, BFEC Director Noelle Jordan, BFEC student employee Mara Thomas 27

Although the threat of rain loomed in the forecast,
bright, warm sunshine won the day as a crowd of over
100 community members gathered for the grand
opening of the new Brown Family Environmental Center
(BFEC) North Trail System at Yauger Road. The property,
owned by Philander Chase Conservancy and managed
by the BFEC, is a 124-acre parcel that sits just east of
Mount Vernon and just south across Yauger Road from
the Knox County Park District s Wolf Run Regional Park.
It is a breathtaking and evocative landscape.

The crowd arrived to celebrate not only the property s
grand opening, but also the realization of a vision of
a continuous, communal green space in Knox County,
an emerald necklace or greenribbon , of which the
Yauger Road property was the nal, integral piece. This
vision, shared by former Philander Chase Conservancy
Director Lisa Schott 80, Knox County Park District
Director Dave Heithaus 99, former park district director
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Lori Totman, and long-time Conservancy supporter and
advocate John Woollam 61 H 08, was now complete.
The acquisition of the property by the Conservancy,
with the generous assistance of Woollam, resulted in
the creation of 1,000 acres of contiguous green space
and 20 miles of connected, publicly accessible trails by
linking the BFEC to Wolf Run Regional Park.

From the parking lot, the newly named Schott Circle
splits off in two directions, meandering over the newly
planted prairie of native wild owers and grasses.
Prescott Springs Trail, named for the farming family
who originally owned the property, heads off toward
the woods, and a third trail, Woollam Way, connects
and links the southern end of the property to the BFEC s
Hall Farm.

We Il see you out there!
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Hikers on one of the new trails through the prairie
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Philander Chase Conservancy Celebrates 22 Years of
Farmland Preservation Through State Program

Philander Chase Conservancy is observing 25 years of
land conservation work in Knox County in 2025, and it
has been an active participant in the Ohio Department
of Agriculture s (ODA) Farmland Preservation Program
for the vast majority of that time 22 years! The
Conservancy has worked diligently to protect the

rural landscape surrounding Kenyon, protecting some
of Ohio s most fertile and historically signi cant
agricultural lands.

The ODAs Of ce of Farmland Preservation was
established in 1998 by Fred Dailey, the longest serving
agriculture director in Ohio history (1991 - 2007) and
also a Knox County resident. Food and agriculture
together constitute the state s
largest industry, contributing more
than $105 billion annually to
Ohio s economy and providing jobs
to one in seven Ohioans. Between
1950 and 2000, Ohio lost more
than 6.9 million acres of farmland,
representing nearly one-third of
Ohio s agricultural land. The Of ce
of Farmland Preservation works to
provide tools to farmers who want
to preserve their land for future
generations.

The ODA s easement programs
began in 2002. These voluntary, legal
agreements among the landowner, a
local sponsor (e.g. the Conservancy),
and the state ensure that farmland
remains in agricultural use forever.
Under an agricultural easement,
the land itself stays under private
ownership, but the easement
prohibits any future non-agricultural
development by landowners. A 100-
acre farm remains a 100-acre farm in
perpetuity.

The Conservancy s founding
director, Doug Givens, worked quickly
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to enroll Kenyons land trust as an early local sponsor
for ODA agricultural easements. The Conservancy has
been a certi ed local sponsor for this program since
the 2003 funding round, making it eligible to apply for
funding on behalf of willing landowners.

In the early years of the Conservancy (known then as
the Philander Chase Corporation), securing Department
of Agriculture easements for our local farmers was
like a Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval, said
Givens. It put us on the right side of all things farmland
preservation and was the imprimatur to set the
Conservancy on its way working with partners to help
farmers protect their precious farmland.
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In the ODA Farmland Preservation Programs rst
year, the Conservancy was the third largest source of
applications statewide, ling 18 applications which
represented approximately 2,000 acres. Statewide
only 24 applications were funded in 2003; the
Conservancy received one of the coveted easements
for the 56-acre Tim and Heidi Norris farm located just
outside of Gambier to the east. The rst Knox County
property enrolled in the program, the Norris farm is
a multi-generational row-crop operation, producing
corn, soybeans, wheat and sometimes sun owers. The
Norris family granted an agricultural easement to the
State of Ohio and the Philander Chase Conservancy in
June 2003 through the Local Agricultural Easement
Purchase Program, inspiring Ohio Governor Bob Taft
to pay a visit to the Norris farm. This early success
helped build community awareness and support for the
program, encouraging other landowners to consider
conserving their farms as
a legacy option.

Heidi and | were
honored to be the rst
farm enrolled in the ag
easement program,
said Tim Norris. We
had been through some
rough nancial times and
had considered selling
one time when we were
approached by the local
gravel company. We
all need gravel, but we
felt that we wanted
our legacy to be one of
conservation and protect
our beautiful farm, house
and barn. We can rest
easy knowing that even
if it leaves our family at
some point it will always
be protected

Each agricultural
easement obtained
through the ODA's Local
Agricultural Easement
Purchase Program is

selected through a competitive statewide application
process. Landowners must meet criteria such as soil
quality, proximity to other protected lands and evidence
of ongoing agricultural use. The Conservancy assists
applicants by preparing materials, coordinating with
state of cials, and stewarding the easements long-
term. Applications with the highest scores are selected
for easement purchase funding using Clean Ohio funds
designated speci cally for farmland preservation.
Approved by Ohio voters in 2000, the Clean Ohio

Fund is a $400-million bond program established to
preserve natural areas and farmland, protect streams,
create outdoor recreational opportunities, and revitalize
urban areas by returning contaminated brown elds to
productive use.

Landowners are also able to donate agricultural
easements to the Ohio Department of Agriculture. Jean
Briggs worked with the Conservancy to protect her
family s 106-acre farm in perpetuity through a donated
agricultural easement in August 2003.

Over the past 22 years, the Conservancy has helped
conserve 2,741 acres of farmland through the state s
agricultural easement programs. As of 2025, the
Conservancy has sponsored 21 agricultural easements
in partnership with the state, protecting rich agricultural
soils, scenic vistas and strong farming heritage. By
working closely with local farmers, landowners and
community partners, the Conservancy has created a
model of collaborative farmland conservation rooted in
trust and mutual bene t.

The bene ts of farmland preservation go well beyond
keeping land in agriculture. Easements help maintain
clean water, preserve wildlife habitat and support
local food systems. In addition, protecting farmland
close to towns and cities curbs urban sprawl and helps
local governments manage infrastructure costs more
ef ciently.

With Ohio s farmland under increasing pressure
from development, the work of organizations like the
Conservancy has never been more vital. Thanks to its
long-standing partnership with the Ohio Department
of Agriculture and local farmers, the Conservancy is
well positioned to continue this essential mission for
generations to come.
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Seeds of Change: Kokosing Nature Preserve
Celebrates 10 Years

By Samantha Bartram, Green Burial Coordinator, Kokosing Nature Preserve

As the saying goes, in life, the only
constant is change. Few places
better embody Heraclitus famous
aphorism than Kokosing Nature
Preserve, which has seen incredible
transformation in the decade since
its inception. Its most apparent
makeover is in the conversion of a
beloved community golf course into
a nature preserve and conservation
green burial cemetery.

But change is also apparent
in the more subtle operations of
the Preserve asitswild owers
ourish and fade, as the leaves on
its trees turn from green to shades
of orange, yellow and red, and as
the remains of its human inhabitants
come to more closely resemble the
earth that surrounds them.

Its all in keeping with the vision
landscape architect and Kenyon
alumnus Stephen Christy 71, had for
the former Tomahawk Golf Course
when he began designing the area
that would become Kokosing Nature
Preserve. Christy wanted to create
a space that was at once wild with
native Ohio ora, yet orderly and
structured enough to offer subtle
support to visitors.

The key design issue here is
to balance the wildness these
landscapes create with the very
human desire for some order and
familiarity in what is, after all,
sacred ground, Christy wrote in
2013. His design incorporated linear
walking paths that cut through the

tall prairie to encourage movement
through the landscape. He wanted
visitors to feel both enveloped by
arich, verdant blanket, as well

as awed by expansive vistas that
opened out to the southwest.

People focused on mourning and
memory need an orderly but varied
landscape providing openness,
enclosure, and views both distant
and near, all to play on their
emotions and feelings, Christy
wrote. Thus, former fairways
become alle@s, and tees and greens,
much changed, become gathering
areas and contemplative nodes.

Cultural attitudes about death,
dying and grief are changing, too.
Increasingly, people are looking
for a way to return to the earth
naturally after death, and families
are searching for ways to honor and
mourn their loved ones that more
accurately re ect their attitudes
and priorities.

The Preserve holds space
for these practices to evolve.
Today, Christy s gathering areas
and contemplative nodes are
frequented by friends and family
members of those who have chosen
natural burial at Kokosing Nature
Preserve. For many, the experience
of attending a green burial service
is itself transformative, challenging
people to more deeply examine
long-held assumptions of what
death and grieving should look like.

Amy Henricksen, director of the
Conservancy, often highlights the
desire to normalize conversations
about mortality, death and dying
as a principal part of the Preserve s
mission. After engaging in many such
conversations in my role as green
burial coordinator, | can con rm
that green burial affects people
in a profound way. It is a practice
that empowers people to care for
and remember the deceased on
their own terms, during a time when
control can feel eeting, and grief
can be overwhelming.

There s another common saying:
the more things change, the more
they stay the same. And while
attitudes continue to evolve and
the restored native landscape
churns through its seasons, the
Preserve will endure as the constant
to anchor it all. Ten years on,
central Ohio s only conservation
green burial cemetery is a study
in change, and a meditation on
the foundational spaces that hold
us, and help nurture us through
life s unrelenting ups and downs.
Because of the enduring work of
the Conservancy and its generous
supporters, the Preserve will remain
a perpetual touchstone changing,
certainly, with the seasons, but
enduring as a place of peace,
re ection, education and healing.
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Bird walk at Kokosing
Nature Preserve

Philander Chase Conservancy
Project Coordinator Evan Stern and
Ohio Certi ed Volunteer Naturalist
Beth Waller led a spring bird walk

in May 2025 at Kokosing Nature
Preserve. Beth is also a local
landowner and easement grantor.
Around a dozen people quietly made
their way around the tree-lined
perimeter of the Preserve, eyes and
ears peeled for any avian activities.
Red-winged blackbirds, orchard
orioles, a scarlet tanager, and a
variety of warblers were observed,
and plans were made for a hoped-for
repeat of this fun event in 2026.

A Lively Spring at
Kokosing Nature
Preserve: Native
Plant Sale

More than 200 native Ohio

wild owers found new homes
with folks who attended
Kokosing Nature Preserves rst-
ever native plant sale, hosted
during Mother s Day weekend in
2025. Held in partnership with
Natives in Harmony, a nursery
located in Marengo, Ohio, the
event also offered visitors an
opportunity to explore the
Preserve, ask questions about
green burial, and learn about the
ongoing restoration efforts at
the Preserve.
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Student Learning at KNP

Siobhan Fennessy, Philip and
Sheila Jordan Professor of
Environmental Studies and
Biology at Kenyon, brought her
Introduction to environmental
studies students to Kokosing
Nature Preserve to learn about
our conservation efforts. Some

60 students joined Green Burial
Coordinator Samantha Bartram
for a walking tour and
wide-ranging discussion on

green burial practices, land
conservation, and the various ways
the Preserve has changed since its
establishment 10 years ago.

Summer Studies Examine

Ecological Happenings at
Kokosing Nature Preserve

Assistant Professor of
Environmental Studies Lauren
Schmitt and her student research
assistant, Grant Gerhardt 25,

took part in some literally
groundbreaking research during
summer 2024 at Kokosing Nature
Preserve. Their tea-bag test involved
burying a bag of tea on burial plots
to study the environmental impacts
of green burial on soil composition,
while their observations of insects
and plant life offered other

insights about the Preserve s
biodiversity. Study results showed
that green burial practices appear
to be contributing to the broader
restoration goals at the Preserve.
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Students Show Up:
Student Earth Day
Service Day at Kokosing
Nature Preserve

Philander Chase Conservancy
student interns Jordan Schisler

25, Zachary Aronson-Paxton 25

and Tommy Hlllmer 25, organized

a Kenyon student service day at
Kokosing Nature Preserve on Earth
Day 2025, with groups tackling large
piles of sticks and stubborn invasive
weeds. Three truckloads of debris
were removed from the Preserve!

Kokosing River Clean Up

The Philander Chase Conservancy
joined forces with Kenyons Brown
Family Environmental Center and
Knox County Recycling and Litter
Prevention on a beautiful Saturday
in September for the 2024 River
Rally. Led by the Conservancy'’s
student interns, a team of 12
volunteers removed two canoes full
of trash (including 15 tires) from a
three-mile stretch of the Kokosing
River. This stretch of the river,

from Big Run Road to Zion Road,
spans ve Conservancy-protected
properties with frontage on one or
both banks of the Kokosing.
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