
BR
ID

G
ES

F A L L ’ 2 3

OFFICE FOR 
COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS





Table of Contents
4 - 5

6

ART AND THE ANNEX
The Gund’s latest artistic

bridge into the 
local community

7 - 9

FROM LOCAL GROUND:
AVI and Kenyon

College’s local farm-to-
table initiative

GOLFING THE HILLS
Explore the local offerings
with Kenyon’s golf coach

and fellow students

1 0 - 1 1
LOCAL CONNECTION TO 

 A LEGEND:
Johnny Appleseed’s

mission

1 2

1 3

DENATURING NATURE
Inside an English

community-engaged
learning course

F’23 CROSSWORD
Test your trivia skills

with this latest edition

Downtown Connector Trail, Mount Vernon, Ohio



W h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r u r a l i t y  o f  K e n y o n ’ s  c a m p u s  i t  c a n  c o m e s  a s  a  s u r p r i s e  t o  s o m e
t h a t ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  f a r m s  t h a t  s u r r o u n d  c a m p u s ,  i t  i s  a l s o  s e t t l e d  a m o n g
a n  o a s i s  o f  f o o d .  D r i v i n g  t o w a r d  c a m p u s  f r o m  p r e t t y  m u c h  a n y  n e a r b y  c i t y ,  o n e  w i l l
s e e  a  t r e n d — h o u s e s ,  s t o r e s ,  s t r e e t s  a n d  p e o p l e  g i v i n g  w a y  t o  f i e l d s  o f  v e g e t a b l e s  a n d
c o r n  a n d  p a d d o c k s  o f  l i v e s t o c k .  W h a t  m i g h t  b e  s h o c k i n g  t h o u g h ,  i s  t h a t  i t  w a s  o n l y  i n
t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  t h a t  K e n y o n  d e c i d e d  t o  p u r p o s e f u l l y  u t i l i z e  t h i s  p r a c t i c a l l y
b a c k y a r d  r e s o u r c e .  T h e  p e r s o n  c u r r e n t l y  i n  c h a r g e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  K e n y o n ’ s  f o o d  i s  D a v e
K r a y n a k ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  l o c a l  p u r c h a s i n g  w i t h  A V I  F o o d  S y s t e m s  ( t h e  c o m p a n y  i n
c h a r g e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  f o o d - r e l a t e d  a t  K e n y o n ) .  K r a y n a k  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  s i x
y e a r s .  

K e n y o n  s w i t c h e d  t o  A V I  t e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  n o t e d  K r a y n a k .  H e  s a i d ,  “ t h e  p r i o r  v e n d o r  j u s t
w o u l d n ’ t  a t t e m p t  t o  s o u r c e  f o o d  l o c a l l y  d u e  t o  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  s m a l l e r
v e n d o r s .  W e  w o u l d  a n d  t h a t ’ s  w h y  t h e  c o l l e g e  c h o s e  u s ” .

W h e n  a s k e d ,  h e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a b o u t  4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  K e n y o n ’ s  f o o d  i s  s o u r c e d  l o c a l l y ,
w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h a t  c o m i n g  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  p r o t e i n — l o c a l  b e e f ,  p o r k  a n d  d a i r y .
B u t  i t ' s  n o t  j u s t  b i g - t i c k e t  i t e m s  t h a t  K r a y n a k  s e a r c h e s  K n o x  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t i e s
f o r ;  g o o d s  l i k e  t h e  h u m b l e  l e t t u c e  h e a d  a r e  a l s o  s o u r c e d ,  b o u g h t  a n d  p r e p a r e d  i n
m a s s i v e  q u a n t i t i e s — a n d  a t  a  s i m i l a r l y  e y e  w a t e r i n g  p r i c e .

O v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  d u r i n g  t h e  h i g h l y  p r o d u c t i v e  O h i o  s u m m e r  g r o w i n g
s e a s o n ,  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f t e n  s p e n d s  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  o n  p r o d u c e ,  m u c h  o f  w h i c h  c o m e s
f r o m  f a m i l y  r u n  f a r m s  l i k e  t h a t  o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  b y  J o n a t h a n  B y l e r  o f  C r e e k s i d e
F a r m  i n  D a n v i l l e .  H i s  f a r m  i s  a  m e r e  1 0  m i l e s  a s  t h e  c r o w  f l i e s  f r o m  t h e  C o l l e g e .  

B y l e r  w a s  f i r s t  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  w h e n  K r a y n a k ’ s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  J o h n  M a r s h ,
f o u n d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  o n e  o f  h i s  d r i v e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t y .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  B y l e r
n o t e s ,  h e  s o l d  o n l y  r e t a i l ,  b u t  u p o n  h e a r i n g  t h e  m a s s i v e  q u a n t i t i e s  K e n y o n  w a n t e d ,
b e c a m e  c o n v i n c e d  t o  g o  i n t o  w h o l e s a l e ,  w h i c h  h e  h a s  d o n e  e v e r  s i n c e .  

FROM LOCAL GROUND
-BEN GARST 
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A field of varied vegetable crops at Creekside Farm. 



T o d a y  C r e e k s i d e  F a r m  p r o d u c e s  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  v e g e t a b l e s  s e e n  i n  t h e  P e i r c e  s a l a d
l i n e :  r a d i s h ,  s p i n a c h ,  s w i s s  c h a r d ,  p a r s l e y ,  b r u s s e l  s p r o u t s ,  b r o c c o l i ,  l e t t u c e s  o f  a l l
t y p e s ,  p e p p e r s ,  t o m a t o e s  a n d  c u c u m b e r s .  

W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  “ w h y  l o c a l , ”  b o t h  K r a y n a k  a n d  B y l e r  w e r e  a d a m a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  [ i s ]  a
r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e .  “ I t ' s  f r e s h e r ,  w a y  f r e s h e r , ”  B y l e r  n o t e d .  “ I ’ m  s u r e  t h e y  c a n  g r o w  a l l  t h i s
s t u f f  a s  g o o d  a n y w h e r e  a s  h e r e ,  b u t  b y  t h e  t i m e  i t  g e t s  t o  y o u  i t ' s  n o t  a s  f r e s h  a s  i f  y o u
g o t  i t  f r o m  u s . ”  W h a t ’ s  m o r e ,  t h e  f o o d  h e  g r o w s  i s  l a r g e l y  o r g a n i c ,  “ u n l i k e  b i g g e r
g r o w e r s ,  w e  d o n ’ t  l o a d  w i t h  s p r a y . ”  

W h i l e  A V I  h a s  m a d e  t r e m e n d o u s  s t r i d e s  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f
f o o d  t h a t  i s  s o u r c e s  l o c a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  l i m i t a t i o n s .  “ L a s t  t i m e  I  c a l c u l a t e d  w e  a r e  a t  4 0 %
l o c a l  o r i g i n ,  b u t  g o i n g  f u r t h e r  i s  a  c h a l l e n g e , ”  K r a y n a k  s t a t e d .  P a r t  o f  t h a t  h a s  t o  d o
w i t h  O h i o ’ s  c l i m a t e ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  l o n g  w i n t e r  w h e r e  i t  i s  v i r t u a l l y
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  g r o w i n g  a t  s u c h  a  s c a l e .  

T o  h e l p  k e e p  l o c a l  p r o d u c t s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  K e n y o n  f o o d  s c e n e ,  K r a y n a k  i s  a l w a y s  o n  t h e
p r o w l  f o r  t h e  n e x t  l o c a l  f o o d s t u f f .  H i s  n e x t  s t e p s  a r e  t o  l o o k  f o r  b a k e d  g o o d s  a n d
h o n e y .  A s  f o r  B y l e r ,  h e  h a s  B r u s s e l  s p r o u t s  t o  p i c k ,  p a c k  a n d  s e n d  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  h o u r s
t o  K e n y o n — a  f e w  m i l e s  d o w n  t h e  r o a d .  
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Creekside Farm fruit tree tunnels and greenhouse. 

A large head of broccoli lovingly grown at Creekside Farm. Courtesy of Kenyon

 GROUND, CONT’D 
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ART AND THE ANNEX
-ANNA FAHEY 
Those who are familiar with The Gund’s beloved glass-
and-panel façade and airy, bright exhibition rooms
know that Kenyon’s contemporary art museum has
provided the Knox County community and beyond with
state-of-the-art exhibitions and programs for the past
twelve years. The Gund, which is open to all and always
free, features a dynamic rotation of exhibitions
throughout the year and also owns a growing
permanent collection that includes pieces from artists
like Faith Ringgold, Julie Mehretu, and Pablo Picasso.
New to The Gund’s growing legacy, however, is the
Annex, an art initiative nestled right in the heart of
downtown Mount Vernon.

Located at 12 East Gambier St in a historic, restored
storefront just a short walk from the Happy Bean Café,
the Annex is a welcome—and welcoming—addition to
Mount Vernon’s vibrant downtown. Working with
specific pieces and artists from The Gund’s permanent
collection for inspiration, the Annex was created to
explore “how multigenerational audiences can learn
together through creating and responding to art”
according to The Gund’s mission statement. In order to
expand art-making outside of The Gund’s more
traditional museum-going experience, the Annex hosts
free programs for all ages and experience levels. The
creative potential of the entire Knox County community
is in mind at the Annex with programs for local
residents like workshops, art lessons, poetry readings,
creative activities and other events. The community
aspect of the initiative also goes both ways, with many
of the programming and workshops taught by local
Mount Vernon artists, like painter Jim Leitz and
photographer Leslie Norman. 

The warm invitation to create art and connect
with others is perfectly embodied by the
Annex’s leader, Coordinator of Engagement
and Public Programs Wynne Morgan. A
graduate of Denison University, Morgan has a
studio-art background and experience with
alternative education practices, education
coordination, and art history and research. She
began working at the Annex this summer and
has breathed life and energy into the space.

Whether you are a student or a parent, a
professor or a retiree, a highschooler or in your
forties, the Annex has fun and community
waiting for you. Those interested in
photography especially should head down to
the Annex while its programming is centered
around the breathtaking photography of
Dawoud Bey, an artist from Queens whose
honors include a MacArthur “Genius”
Fellowship and a Guggenheim Fellowship and
whose “name of piece” is a part of The Gund’s
permanent collection. So far, Annex-goers have
enjoyed taking tintype photographs of
themselves, constructing their own cameras,
and weekly workshops with Norman. I
encourage you to visit—as Morgan says, “art,
and the Annex, is for everyone.”

Opened in September, The Annex is full of
natural light and stocked up with art supplies
and cozy seating. Morgan says she feels
invigorated by the creativity of the Mount
Vernon art scene, and has relished forming
relationships with different Knox County
residents. As passersby wander past the
Annex’s large window front, Morgan is sure to
wave at all of them.
 

The Annex, Mount Vernon, OH.



P A G E  S E V E N  | B R I D G E S

K n o x  C o u n t y  i s  n e s t l e d  a m o n g  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  i n  O h i o ,  w h i c h
a r e  f u l l  o f  g o l f  c o u r s e s — m a n y  o f  w h i c h  a r e  f r e q u e n t e d
b y  s t u d e n t s .  “ W e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  s o  m a n y  g r e a t
p u b l i c  c o u r s e s  i n  o u r  a r e a  a n d  C e n t r a l  O h i o , ”  K e n y o n
H e a d  G o l f  C o a c h  G r a n t  W a l l a c e  s a i d .  

W h i l e  a l l  t h e  c o u r s e s  t h a t  a r e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e v i e w e d
o f f e r  e i g h t e e n  h o l e s  a n d  a r e  a  s h o r t  d r i v e  a w a y  f r o m
c a m p u s ,  e a c h  i s  u n i q u e .  G o l f  c o u r s e s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n
a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r .

GOLFING IN THE HILLS
-CALEB NEWMAN

Vernon View Golf Course, Mount Vernon, OH 
Courtesy of Vernon View  

S i n c e  A p p l e  V a l l e y  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 7 2 ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  a  f a v o r i t e
g o l f i n g  s p o t  o f  l o c a l s  a n d  t r a v e l e r s ,  w h o  e n j o y  p l a y i n g
f r o m  A p r i l  t h r o u g h  N o v e m b e r .  T h e  p a r  7 2  c o u r s e  h a s  f o u r
t e e  b o x e s  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m .  

O w n e r  M a r k  M i c k l e y  t a k e s  p r i d e  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A p p l e
V a l l e y  h a s  b e e n  a  f a m i l y  o w n e d  c o u r s e  f o r  o v e r  4 0  y e a r s .
“ S i n c e  i t ' s  o u r  p l a c e ,  w e  r e a l l y  t a k e  a  l o t  o f  p r i d e  a n d
s h o w  a  l o t  o f  s e l f  r e s p e c t  m a k i n g  s u r e  i t ' s  n i c e . ”

W a l l a c e  h a s  t a k e n  n o t e ,  c a l l i n g  i t  a  “ f r i e n d l y  f a m i l y -
o w n e d  g o l f  c o u r s e . ”  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  h e  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h a t
t h e  c o u r s e  i s  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n .

A p p l e  V a l l e y  h a s  h o s t e d  n u m e r o u s  t o u r n a m e n t s .  I n  1 9 7 7 ,
t h e  D i v i s i o n  I I I  N C A A  N a t i o n a l  C h a m p i o n s h i p  c a m e  t o
H o w a r d ,  O h i o .  T h e  c o u r s e  a l s o  h o s t s  t h e  D i v i s i o n  1  H i g h
S c h o o l  R e g i o n a l  C h a m p i o n s h i p  a n d  t h e  O h i o  P u b l i c  L i n k s
C h a m p i o n s h i p .  

“ I t ' s  a n  [ a d v a n c e d ]  g o l f  c o u r s e  t h a t  c a n  b e  c h a l l e n g i n g
f o r  r e a l  l o w  h a n d i c a p  g o l f e r s , ”  M i c k l e y  s a i d .  “ [ I t ’ s  a ]  g o o d
t o u r n a m e n t  c o u r s e . ”

H o w e v e r ,  A p p l e  V a l l e y  u s u a l l y  h a s  t h e  c o u r s e  s e t  u p  s o
e v e r y o n e  c a n  e n j o y  a  r o u n d  o f  g o l f .  M i c k l e y  e m p h a s i z e d
t h a t  t h e  g o l f  c o u r s e  i s  a l s o  g o o d  f o r  g o l f e r s  w i t h  a
v a r i e t y  o f  s k i l l - l e v e l s .  “ T h e  g o o d  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  p l a c e  i s
e v e n  i f  y o u ' r e  j u s t  a n  a v e r a g e  g o l f e r . . . t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e
h o l e s  h e r e ,  y o u  c a n  j u s t  k i n d  o f  r u n  y o u r  s h o t s  u p  o n t o
t h e  g r e e n ,  s o  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  a  g r e a t  p l a y e r , ”  h e
s a i d .  

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o n e  p l a y s  i n  a  l e a g u e  o r  w i t h  a
g r o u p  o f  f r i e n d s ,  g o l f e r s  c a n  e n j o y  s n a c k s ,  d r i n k s  o r  a
m e a l  a t  t h e  c l u b h o u s e .  W i t h  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  s e a t  1 2 0  g u e s t s ,
t h e  c l u b h o u s e  i s  a b l e  t o  h o s t  e v e n t s .  “ W e ' r e  p r o u d  o f
r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  w o r k  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  g i v i n g  i t  a  r e a l  g o o d
e f f o r t  e v e r y  d a y , ”  M i c k l e y  s a i d .  “ W e  d o ,  I  t h i n k ,  a  p r e t t y
g o o d  j o b  w i t h  o u r  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e .  I  t h i n k  t h e  w h o l e
o p e r a t i o n  i s  r e a l l y  a  g o o d  f i r s t  c l a s s  p l a c e  t o  c o m e  t o
a n d  y o u ' r e  d e f i n i t e l y  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n s . ”

Apple Valley Golf Course • 433 Clubhouse 
Drive • Howard, OH 43028



A  p a r  7 1  g o l f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  t e e s  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  a t  I r i s h  H i l l s .  T h e  f r o n t  n i n e
h o l e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  1 9 2 8 ,  a n d  t h e  b a c k  n i n e  h o l e s  w e r e  a d d e d  i n  1 9 8 4 .

T h e r e  i s  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  l e a g u e s  t o  p l a y  a t  I r i s h  H i l l s ,  a n d  t h e y  p l a n  o n  a d d i n g  m o r e  i n
2 0 2 4 .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I r i s h  H i l l s  h o s t s  a  f e w  t o u r n a m e n t s .  T h e y  h a v e  a  p l a t f o r m  w h e r e
p e o p l e  c a n  v i e w  t h e  l i v e  s c o r e s  o n  a  s m a r t p h o n e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  T V s  i n  t h e
c l u b h o u s e .

“ O n e  o f  o u r  b i g  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  w h a t  w e  d o  w e l l  i s  w e  l e v e r a g e  t e c h n o l o g y  i n t o  t h e
o v e r a l l  e x p e r i e n c e , ”  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  I r i s h  H i l l s  B i l l y  B a r b o u r  s a i d .  “ W e  s e t  u p  t h e  e v e n t s
f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  t o u r n a m e n t s  t h a t  c o m e  i n  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  p r i z e s  a n d  j u s t  t h e  o v e r a l l
e x p e r i e n c e . ”

T h e  c l u b h o u s e  h o s t s  t h e  p r o - s h o p  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  b a r  w h e r e  p a t r o n s  c a n  e n j o y  a  d r i n k ,
s n a c k  o r  m e a l .  F r i d a y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  c l u b h o u s e  a s  “ w e l l - k e p t  a n d  c o z y . ”

R e c e n t l y ,  I r i s h  H i l l s  b o u g h t  a  s m o k e r  w i t h  w h i c h  B a r b o u r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  f e e d  a
l i t t l e  o v e r  5 0 0  p e o p l e  a n d  c o o k  a  v a r i e t y  o f  f o o d ,  ” a n y w h e r e  f r o m  h o m e m a d e  m a c  a n d
c h e e s e ,  f a l l - o f f - t h e - b o n e  p o r k  r i b s  t o  f i l e t s ,  a n y t h i n g  y o u  c a n  t h i n k  o f ,  w e  c a n  m a k e  i t . ”

I r i s h  H i l l s  c a n  h o s t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e v e n t s  f r o m  b i r t h d a y  p a r t i e s  t o  c o r p o r a t e  f u n c t i o n s .  I n
t h e  o f f s e a s o n ,  t h e y  p l a n  t o  h a v e  e v e n t s  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  t e l e v i s e d  s p o r t i n g  e v e n t s ,
s u c h  a s  t h e  N F L  p l a y o f f s .  

G o l f e r s  c a n  e n j o y  t h e  c o u r s e  f r o m  A p r i l  t h r o u g h  O c t o b e r .  D u r i n g  w i n t e r ,  B a r b o u r  d o e s
m a i n t e n a n c e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  i s  g o o d  t o  g o  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  

B a r b o u r  h o p e s  t h a t  p e o p l e  h a v e  r e v e l  i n  t h e  o u t d o o r s  w h e n  p l a y i n g  a  r o u n d  o f  g o l f .  “ W e
s t r i v e  t o  m a k e  t h e  c o u r s e  a s  p l a y a b l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  [ a n d ]  t o  b e  e n j o y a b l e . ”

C h a p e l  H i l l  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 9 6 .  T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  t e e s  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  o n  t h e  p a r  7 2  c o u r s e
t h a t  i s  o p e n  y e a r  r o u n d .  

T h e y  h o s t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l e a g u e s  a n d  t o u r n a m e n t s .  T h e i r  m a i n  e v e n t  i s  t h e i r  F a l l e n  H e r o e s
f u n d r a i s e r  w h e r e  t h e y  r a i s e  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  O h i o  F a l l e n  H e r o e s  M e m o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

T h e i r  s i g n a t u r e  f e a t u r e  i s  c a l l e d  “ G o l f  u n t i l  y o u  d r o p . ”  Y o u  p a y  o n e  f l a t  r a t e  a n d  t h e n
y o u  c a n  g o l f  a l l  d a y  w i t h  a  c a r t  i n c l u d e d .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s o m e  d r i n k s  a n d  s n a c k s  a r e
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r a t e .  

W a l l a c e  e n j o y s  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  g o l f  a l l  d a y .  “ T h e  ‘ a l l - i n c l u s i v e ’  r a t e  i s  f u n . ”

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  C h a p e l  H i l l ’ s  c l u b h o u s e  w a s  o n c e  t h e  M o u n t  V e r n o n  B i b l e  C o l l e g e ’ s
c h a p e l .  T h e  c h a p e l  n o w  h o s t s  a  p r o - s h o p  a n d  s n a c k  a r e a .  M a d d i e  F r i d a y  ’ 2 4 ,  w h o  g o l f s
r e g u l a r l y ,  n o t e s  t h a t  i t  i s  a  g r e a t  p l a c e  t o  r e s t  h a l f w a y  t h r o u g h  a  g o l f  g a m e .  “ [ I t  i s  a ]
b e a u t i f u l  a r e a  t o  t a k e  a  b r e a k . ”

W h e t h e r  e n j o y i n g  a  s i n g l e  r o u n d  o r  p l a y i n g  u n t i l  y o u  d r o p ,  C h a p e l  H i l l  o f f e r s  a  v a r i e t y
o f  o p t i o n s  f o r  g o l f e r s .  
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Irish Hills Golf Course • 7020 Newark Road • Mount Vernon, OH 43050

Chapel Hill Golf Course • 7516 Johnstown Road • Mount Vernon, OH 43050
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G o l f e r s  c a n  e n j o y  p l a y i n g  a t  V e r n o n  V i e w  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a r t  o f  A p r i l  t o  t h e  e n d  o f
N o v e m b e r .  R e c e n t l y  r e n o v a t e d  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  p a r  7 2  c o u r s e  o f f e r s  f o u r  t e e s  t o  c h o o s e
f r o m .  

T h e  P h i l l i p s  f a m i l y  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  c o u r s e  i n  2 0 2 1  a n d  h a s  m a d e  s i g n i f i c a n t
i m p r o v e m e n t s  s i n c e  t h e n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  f i v e  p o n d s  h a v e  b e e n  r e d o n e  a n d  f o u r  m o r e
h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d .  T h i s  w i n t e r ,  t h e  P h i l l i p s  f a m i l y  p l a n s  t o  r e d o  a l l  o f  t h e  b r i d g e s  t o
h e l p  w i t h  d r a i n a g e .

R e c e n t l y ,  V e r n o n  V i e w  a d d e d  a n  i n d o o r  g o l f  c o u r s e  w i t h  F o r e s i g h t  G C H a w k ,  s o
g o l f e r s  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  p u t  a w a y  t h e i r  c l u b s  o n c e  t h e  w e a t h e r  t u r n s  c h i l l y .  T h e r e  a r e
o v e r  3 5 0  c o u r s e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  i n  t h e  s i m u l a t o r .  

“ Y o u  c a n  h a n g  o u t  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y  i n  y o u r  g r o u p  t h e  w h o l e  t i m e  a n d  t a l k  a n d  d r i n k ,  "
s a i d  C h a r l i e  P h i l l i p s .  “ S o ,  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  s o c i a l ;  s o m e  p e o p l e  l i k e  i t  f o r  t h a t . ”

F r i d a y  h a s  n o t i c e d  t h e  c h a n g e s  b e i n g  m a d e  t o  t h e  c o u r s e .  “ I  a m  r e a l l y  p r o u d  o f  h o w
V e r n o n  V i e w  h a s  i m p r o v e d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f , ”  s h e  s a i d .  “ T h e y  a r e  c l e a r l y
p u t t i n g  s o m e  s e r i o u s  w o r k  i n t o  t h e  c o u r s e  a n d  i t  i s  p a y i n g  o f f . ”

T h e  c o u r s e  h o s t s  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o m p a n y  o u t i n g s  a n d  f u n d r a i s e r s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  g o l f e r s
c a n  j o i n  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  l e a g u e s  t h a t  V e r n o n  V i e w  h o s t s .  

I n  t h e  c l u b h o u s e ,  g o l f e r s  c a n  e n j o y  a  b r a t w u r s t  o r  h o t  d o g  t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e
f a m i l y  f a r m .  

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  g o l f  o u t s i d e  o r  i n s i d e ,  t h e  P h i l l i p s  f a m i l y  h a s
p u t  a  l o t  o f  e f f o r t  i n t o  m a k i n g  g o l f  a n  e n j o y a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e .  “ I t ’ s  a  p r e t t y  s i m p l e
c o u r s e , ”  P h i l l i p s  s a i d .  “ B u t ,  i t ’ s  a  l i t t l e  t r i c k y . ”

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

F a n t a s t i c  G o l f  O p t i o n s  a b o u n d  i n  K n o x  C o u n t y .  

I r i s h  H i l l s  D i r e c t o r  B i l l y  B a r b o u r  a p p r e c i a t e s  K e n y o n  s t u d e n t s  c o m i n g  o u t  t o  g o l f .  “ I t
s e e m s  l i k e  t h e  [ s t u d e n t s ]  t h a t  a r e  c o m i n g  o u t  t o  p l a y  a r e  r e a l l y  e n j o y i n g  t h e  g a m e
a n d  t h e y  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o v e r a l l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  t h a t  t h e y  g e t , ”  h e
s a i d .  “ I  j u s t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  l o v e  s e e i n g  t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  g e t t i n g
o u t  a n d  e n j o y i n g  t h e  g a m e .  S o  t h a t ' s  b e e n  r e a l l y  c o o l ,  a n d  I  w a n t  t o  g i v e  t h e m  a  s a f e
p l a c e  t o  d o  i t . ”
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Irish Hills Golf Course, Mount Vernon, OH. Courtesy of Billy Barbour.

Vernon View Golf Course • 901 Beech Street • Mount Vernon, OH 43050

HILLS, CONT’D 



LOCAL CONNECTION TO A LEGEND
-BEN GARST 
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For those who stayed on campus for fall break in October,
the third annual Johnny Appleseed Festival, organized by
Experience Mount Vernon, offered plenty of food and fun
to kick off the fall season. The idea for the festival, notes
Todd Taylor, Board President of Experience Mount Vernon,
was to offer the local community one last celebration of
the summer season. “For us this is the last festival of the
year,” he said. “We feel like every part of every year is
worth celebrating”. 

While the festival may have only just concluded its third
run, the man and fruit that it celebrates go much further
back. “Johnny Appleseed,” or John Chapman, as his name is
recorded in local land and voting records, purchased his
first two personally owned properties in Mount Vernon in
1809. Today, as a 2018 Kenyon Collegian article humorously
put it, “one [lot] is now a tire store; the other right on the
banks of the shore [of the Kokosing river], is mostly
underwater.” The location of the festival last month, then,
was fitting, as it was only about a block north of Main
Street—still proximally connected to the plot where
Chapman sewed the first apple seeds on his own land. 

Those apple seeds, though, were very much not intended
for mere eating. According to a 2014 article published by
the Smithsonian, Chapman was primarily interested in
apples for their use in brewing the favorite drink of the era
- hard apple cider. To do this, men like Chapman needed
land and money. Thus, for many years Chapman ran a
profitable business traveling ahead of settlers moving West
in the young and expanding United States, acquiring land
by establishing permanent homesteads, which required the
planting of several apple and peach trees. Chapman would
then be granted the “proven land” before taking some of
the apples those trees produced, brewing cider and then
selling both the cider and the land itself for a profit and
repeating the process many times over. 

The festival commemorating the man and what might have
been his favorite (and quite possibly most profitable)
season, though, wasn’t as much concerned with alcohol, let
alone land speculation, but rather good family fun. 

“The third [annual festival] was a success. Every year we
add new ‘flavors’ to the festival - new [artisans], new food
vendors - every year there is something new, ”said Tim
Corrigan of The People’s Bank of Mt Vernon, one of
Experience Mount Vernon’s community partners. 

Johnny Appleseed

A festival attendee stirs a pot of seasonal
kettle corn. 
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This year’s offerings included, among many others, apple related food products like
breads and granolas produced and sold by Miller's farm market stand, wooden craft
goods crafted ASE woodworking, an assortment of food trucks and even a cider press
demonstration presented by Kenyon’s very own Brown Family Environmental Center. 

Todd stressed, "This is a local event with all of our food and talent coming locally, we’ve
found that giving the local talent and vendors access to the public is really key to making
events like these successful.” 

The festival is part of a larger ongoing effort spearheaded by Experience Mount Vernon
to make the city more active. “This follows right after the first Friday event” Todd said,
who adds that the event has more than doubled in popularity since its inception. “The
formula…for the event works well…and…it goes to show that you don't really know what
you have locally, talent, products, history, until you look.” 

Kenyon students peruse a selection of seasonal pumpkins for sale. 

 (L) Two Kenyon students inspect locally produced jewelry. (R) Brown Family Environmental Center postgraduate
fellow, Claire Haynes, demonstrates an apple cider press. 

LEGEND, CONT’D 



Every semester, classes from across departments at Kenyon College head off campus with the
intention of interacting with Knox County—in parks, businesses, hospitals, organizations and
more—for what the College calls Community Engaged Learning (CEL) courses. Designed by
Kenyon faculty in partnership with local organizations and the Office for Community
Partnerships, CEL classes forge relationships throughout the county and work to address
community needs while giving Kenyon students hands-on experiences around and off the Hill.
Kenyon CEL offerings include partnerships with Mount Vernon Nazarene University, Ariel-
Foundation Park, and Wiggin Street Elementary School, but other classes root their syllabi both
in our local community and broader locations, working with groups in Columbus, Cleveland and
even Quito, Ecuador.

Professor Alyssa Quinn, who joined Kenyon this fall as Assistant Professor of English, spent
their summer making a big move to Mount Vernon and preparing for their first semester on the
Hill. They also researched and designed a first-year English course titled Denaturing “Nature,”  
which works with the Kenyon College Grounds, the Kenyon Farm, and the Brown Family
Environmental Center in its examination of the concept of “Nature” as a social construct.
Students enrolled in the class take tours of the three locations and work to interact with them
outside of the traditional notion of “Nature” and “Culture” as two separate realms. 

“I really wanted to find some way to destabilize the binary between reading and thinking about
‘nature’ in the world,” Quinn said, “so it made sense to actually get outside a little bit.” 

In addition to coordinating with different organizations and arranging tours of the three
different facilities with David Heithaus, Claire Haynes, and Bethany McCarty, respectively,
Quinn also spent a lot of time researching widely in order to provide students with a thorough
and diverse understanding of nature writing. “It was a lot of work,” they said, “but I feel a lot of
connection to the syllabus because of that.”

DENATURING NATURE
-ANNA FAHEY 
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The Brown Family Environmental Center, home to many CEL programs. 



Q u i n n ’ s  h a r d  w o r k  s h i n e s  t h r o u g h  i n  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k  a n d  w o r d s  o f  t h e i r
s t u d e n t s .  E a c h  t i m e  t h e  c l a s s  t a k e s  a n  o u t d o o r  f i e l d  t r i p ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e
t a s k e d  w i t h  c r e a t i n g  ‘ e c o l l a g e s , ’  w h i c h  a s k s  s t u d e n t s  t o  “ b r i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  t o
c o l l e c t ,  t o  f o r m  a  m i n i  e c o s y s t e m  o n  t h e  p a g e . ”  I n v i t e d  t o  t a k e  r i s k s  a n d  t h i n k
o u t s i d e  t h e  b o x ,  f i n a l  p r o j e c t s  r a n g e d  f r o m  h a n d m a d e  r e c i p e  b o o k s  t o  p o e m s  t o
s h o r t  f i l m s  a n d  m o r e .  S t u d e n t s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e ,  b e n d  a n d  c r o s s
g e n r e s  o f  a r t - m a k i n g  a s  t h e y  p r o d u c e  a  t o t a l  o f  t h r e e  e c o l l a g e  p r o d u c t s  i n s p i r e d
b y  t h e i r  a d v e n t u r e s .  

H a y d e n  A s h w r o t h  ’ 2 7 ,  w h o  w a s  e n r o l l e d  i n  Q u i n n ’ s  c o u r s e  t h i s  f a l l ,  t e s t i f i e d  t o
t h e  e n r i c h m e n t  g a i n e d  f r o m  o f f - c a m p u s  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  c l a s s .  “ O n e  o f  t h e  m a i n
t h e m e s  o f  t h i s  c o u r s e  i s  i n t e r c o n n e c t i v i t y  i n  n a t u r e :  h o w  a l l  l i f e  i s  i n h e r e n t l y
i n t e r t w i n e d , ”  h e  s a i d .  “ I n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  B F E C  a n d  t h e  F a r m  f i r s t h a n d
e l e v a t e d  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h a t  c o n c e p t ,  b e c a u s e  n a t u r e  w a s  b r o u g h t  i n t o
t h e  f o r e g r o u n d .  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i n  c l a s s  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t o
b e  a b s t r a c t — I  c o u l d  g o  o u t  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  s e e  i t  u n f o l d  o n  s o  m a n y  l e v e l s . ”

T h e r e ’ s  a l s o  a  s p e c i a l  s o r t  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  s e m e s t e r ’ s
D e n a t u r i n g  “ N a t u r e ”  o f f e r i n g :  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  c l a s s — i n c l u d i n g  Q u i n n — i s  b r a n d
n e w  t o  K e n y o n .  W h i l e  C E L  c o u r s e s  a r e  f a n t a s t i c  w a y s  t o  b r o a d e n  a n y  s t u d e n t -
c o m m u n i t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h i s  o n e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t e d  t o  i n t r o d u c i n g  K e n y o n ’ s
g r e e n e s t  t o  K e n y o n ’ s  g r e e n e r y .

Students leaders from a CEL course organized music event.  
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FALL ‘23 CROSSWORD
-ANNA FAHEY
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On behalf of the Office of Community
Partnerships (OCP) at Kenyon College, we
extend a warm welcome  to our Fall 2023
newsletter!  Founded in 2014 and charged
by the college with furthering the
connections between members of the
Kenyon community and those of the larger
Knox County area, the OCP has a rich
history of organizing and participating in
initiatives and community based projects
that foster a stronger local community. 

We hope you enjoyed the latest newsletter
highlights from ongoing campus OCP
initiatives: increasing the number of
community-engaged courses to the
opening of a new art-focused co-op space,
reviews of local golf courses and much
more in between.  

We hope our journalism encourages you to
interact with and support our Knox County
Community.

From the Editors 

Anna Fahey ‘24 

Caleb Newman ‘24

Ben Garst ‘25 
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