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Guest editorial by Linda Enerson

FlVe SOVIET MISIXSI
Handicapped by Our Own Device

The United Nations, in concern for the needs and rights of handicapped

people across the world, has declared 1981 The International Year of Disabled

Persons. For too long, our society has shut the handicapped away from the

mainstream of life. With misguided shame, parents, teachers, employers and

administrators have denied these people the right to education, equal em-

ployment and the human dignity of independence. Granted, attitudes have
changed since it was proper to lock handicapped children in the fruit cellar to

"save face". But this ignorance lingers in our own modern awkwardness towards
people with disabilities.

Professor Terry Schupbach has been handicapped since birth. She explains

that most people grow up with the idea that it is somehow "wrong" to be

handicapped. A mother, for example, might punish her son who wonders aloud,
"why does that person walk funny?" The honest curiosity of children should not
be regarded as wrong, but rather as natural. The mother only passes along her

own prejudices and embarrasssment by punishing her child. As Schupbach sees

it, these destructive attitudes are what make someone handicapped, not the fact

that she is in a wheelchair.
Building accessibility is closely linked to social attitudes toward the han-

dicapped. If educational and public facilities are not accessible, disabled people

are excluded from society. This isolation obviously limits those who are han-

dicapped but it also limits society. If we cannot admit the human potential and
capability of those who are "different," we only draw the boundary tighter and
tighter around what is labled "normal". With our vision of the world so con-

fined, we are the ones who are restricted by the "handicap" of our own device.

President Jordan gave varied reactions to the efforts of the Kenyon's
Awareness Committee and Program. He stated that it was a desirable thing to

have "sensitivization" and yet he said "I don't think there is any lack of
awareness" on the administration's part towards the needs of the handicapped in

this community. If there is no lack of awareness, then why are not the needs of
the handicapped being more readily met? Mr. Jordan claims that enormous
expenses stand in the way of this project.

Section 504 of the 1977 Rehabilitation Act states: "No otherwise qualified
individual shall solely by reason of his handicap, be excluded from the par-

ticipation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under
any program receiving federal assistance": (SECTION 504; FEDERAL
REGISTER, U.S. CONGRESS. Under these regulations, institutions were given

until June of 1980 to complete structural changes needed to make basic programs
and "benefits" accessible.

Jordan says it is irresponsible that our government demands colleges to make
their campuses accessible, yet provides no funds to implement these changes. He

further claims "We do not have any direct federal funding. ..Kenyon is not a

federal contractor... There are a few student grant funds. ..Basic Equal
Opportunity Grants and Supportive Educational Grants etc..." Whatever the
funds may be called, they fall under the category of federal funding: "Federal
financial assistance means any grant, loan, loan contract or any other
arrangement" provided by the government: (FEDERAL REGISTER). Fur-

thermore, the college faces the prospect of losing these grants if the situation
were exposed to a court of law.

Jordan continued that he is "totally aware of the public law," and that since
the enactment of the 504 law, has understood the importance of accessibility.

The fact remains that the campus is so inaccessible that Ms. Schupbach has had
to crawl to her classes each day she is in a wheelchair (a total of four floors). This
difficulty is further compounded by the fact that there are no bathrooms in either
the basement or third floors of Bexley Hall, where she teaches. Despite the
administration's "awareness" the campus is not in compliance with the law, and
is legally liable as a discriminatory institution.

Jordan noted that "not many campuses are accessible." When questioned
whether he thought this justified Kenyon's own liabilities, he responded, "It is

not simply a question of rectitude. Federal compulsion is not the issue here."
Jordan says that the college does the best it can with the resources it has.
Professor Schupbach, on the other hand, does not feel that the funds have been
used to their best advantage.

The President said the amount of money needed to build elevators in Bexley
and the Mather buildings was $409,000. "This issue is not a question of attitude
but a question of money." Money and who gets it, however, is a question of
priorities and priorities are a question of attitude. Moreover, The Kenyon
College Handbook, clearly advertises the school as an equal opportunities in-

stitution that does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, or ha-
ndicap .

At this point in the inteview, Jordan was evasive about time commitments.
"We are not going to set deadlines." Without deadlines, it is hard for a project
to be carried out in any efficient manner at all. The design and constructionof all
campus buildings and projects (including the BoltonTheatre and the recently
completed Ernst Center) were built around a system of time limits. To this date,
Kenyon has set no accessibility deadlines, but what has been accomplished?

Each day she is in a wheelchair, Schupbach must crawl up or down a flight a
stairs each time she has to use the bathroom. Jordan says that he is unaware of
this situation. "The issue of bathrooms has not been raised with me." On
September 10, 1980, Schupbach wrote the President, "The basement, where my
office and studio are, has no exit that does not have a full flight of stairs, a fire
law violation for someone in a wheelchair I am sure, not to mention a great
inconvenience in access to the second floor bathroom."

Moreover, Schupbach has been writing since her first year of employment
about the problem of the heavy doors in Bexley. "I teach in a building that I

must struggle to get in, and once in must travel a total of four flights of stairs in
order to carry out my daily job...I have crawled to many meetings and classes,
including my meeting with the parents of my freshman advisees. But one cannot
expect students to crawl to class even if they could..."

On April 16, 1981, the date of last year's Awareness Week, three of Schup-bach- 's

colleagues, Royal Rhodes, Karen Edwards and Linda Metzler, wrote
Jordan regarding their concern over the obstacles with which Terry must struggle
with each day: "We can say things about her situation here that she will not say,
for she does not wish to reduce the physical and moral problem of inaccessibility
to a personal level. We have seen Terry drag her wheelchair up three flights of
stairs in Bexley Hall, and we have seen the open wound on her leg that has
resulted from it. We have seen deep cuts and bruises on her hands fromthe ef-

forts to open doors much too heavy for her to open from a wheelchair. We have
seen her sick with exhaustion from struggling to get into buildings with no
ramps. ..We have had a handicapped professor here for two years, and we
haven't even made her own classroom and office building accessible to her. Terry
deserves an environment in which she can perform with dignity, with ease, and
with freedom from pain the duties she was hired to perform." This letter was
never responded to.

Again on September 30, 1981, Schupbach wrote to Jordan: "The doors at
Bexley have caused me frustration, anger and physical injury. Will it take an
accident or injury to remedy an already humiliating situation? The doors are not
an insurmountable problem. I hope that it will be one that is promptly ad-
dressed." On October 1, 1981, the president responded to inform Schupbach
that the doors of Bexley would indeed be replaced, two and a half years, and
many injuries after she had first started to struggle with them.

Perhaps the absence of specific time limits has been responsible for the
sluggishness of the college in replacing doors , not to mention their "lack of
awareness" to the inaccessible bathrooms in Bexley.

By the end of the interview Jordan agreed that it was important to have long-ter- m

goals and deadlines and that it would be a "good idea" to have a specific
fund set aside each year for the construction of the much needed elevators in the
Bexley and Mather buildings. When asked whether he would assist in ap- -

conlinued on page six
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Ode tO Thanksgiving in Exeter (with apologies to Clement Moore)

The following poem was written by Terry Joyce, Kenyon '83, who is currently
studying (among other things) at Exeter:

(note: Gerrit and Janet
Roelofsliveat 13 C Howell)

'Twas the day of Thanksgiving
throughout the U.S.

ButintheU.K.
these blokes couldn't care less.

Yet at 13 C Howell
there was no despair

For Mom and Dad Roelofs
knew we'd be there

The Brits were all home
knowing not our delight

Of roast turkey and stuffing
they'll taste not a bite

Janet in her apron
assured "Dad" would be back

Bid us all to sit down,
hung our coats on the rack

All seemed quite content
with the sociable chatter

But secretly dreamed
of a Turkey much fatter

As our thoughts of the Stales
gave a tear to each lash

We all were quite startled
by a deafening crash!

Concern, fear, and worry
enveloped us all

We gave no more thoughts
to Middle Path and Peirce Hall.

When what to our saucer-lik- e

eyes should appear
But a pretty big tray

holding fine English beer

Our kind host's impish face
with a bright smile was lit,

We each knew in a moment
it must be Ger-rit- !

Our attention was captured
we all watched him with zeal

Distribute the most essential
part of our meal:

"Now Lager, now Bitter, how
Guinness's stout?

There's two kinds of cider,
so either drink or get out!'

At such pitiless orders
one hesitates not

In fact every one of us
drank like an old sot!

For a time we discussed
favorite holidays past

But all who were homesick
got over it fast

We guessed, for a moment
how Gambier was faring- -

Did they think of us much,
was anyone caring?

Our conjectures were halted,
the feast was brought on

'bout

Thanks were given for all our
friends back at Kenyon

As we sat by the tea hearth
with post-repa- st glasses

There could not have been
happier lads and lasses

Among our twenty we

most certainly agreed
There existed a message

for all you to read:

In this season of goodwill
tow ard women and men

We send love and best wishes
to all of Kenyon

These warmest of sentiments
perhaps aren't enough

But we're too far away

to send more, so that's tough!

Merry Christmas everyone cheerio!

Love, (the Kenyon Exeter group)
Terry Joyce
Lauren Tribby
Betsy Bacon
Ralph Smith
Kevin Williams
Lisa Harpring
Margot Maffei
Kelly Doyle
Lucy Hilchock

Anne Brenner

Jennifer Pierson

Sarah Corey

Mike Gee

Mike Rapaporl

Warren Pemsler

Julia Boltin

Anne Jay
Jennifer Schancupp

&the Roelofs
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Speaking on Sanity
On Monday, December 7, Dr. Gordon Shull of the

College of Wooster will speak at 8:00 p.m. in Biology
Auditorium on: "Alice through the Window of
Vulnerability: Reflections on Sanity in a Nuclear Age." Dr.
Shull is a member of the political science faculty and is
chair of the International Relations Curriculum at
Wooster. He has served on the disarmament task force of
the Churches Center for Theology and Public Policy in
Washington, D.C. He plans to raise some pertinent
questions for our time and then discuss them with the
audience. The public is cordially invited to all events.

Craft Sale Saturday
The 12th annual Gambier Craft Sale will take place from

1 1 a.m. -- 4 p.m., December 5 in the new Ernst Center.
The theme will be an Italian market with booths

decorated in Italian colors green, red and white. Italian
dancers will perform from 1:30-2:3- 0 p.m. In addition, the
traditional figure "Bufana" will visit at 2 p.m. and bring
candy to good children and coal to bad children.

Besides the Italian theme will be some 80 craftsmen
featuring their work in pottery, dolls, weaving, wooden
toys and tinware.

Mini-Ar- t in Colburn
The Kenyon College Art Department will formally open

the 9th annual Mini-A- rt show and sale at 7:30 p.m. Sunday,
December 6 in Colburn Gallery.

The show will then run December 7-- 14 from 8:30 a.m.-8:3- 0

p.m. weekdays, and 1 :30 p.m. -- 8:30 p.m. weekends.
The exhibit will include such mini-work- s as drawings,

prints, paintings, photographs and sculptures by both
students and faculty at Kenyon. The two-dimensio- nal

works will not exceed six square inches and the sculpture

w ill not exceed 12 cubic inches.
The Mini-Ar- t show gives students a chance to experience,

on a small scale, the requirements, procedures, and the

techniques for entering art shows. It also gives the Gambier

and nearby communities a chance to see and purchase

original works of art.

Parish Sponsors Sale
The annual Holiday Book Sale, sponsored by Harcourt

Parish in Gambier, will be held Monday and Tuesday,

December 7 and 8. The sale offers beautifully bound and

illustrated books for children and young adults. The

selection also includes books appropriate for the Christmas

and Chanukah seasons. Refreshments will be available

w hile you browse. The hours Monday are 7:00-9:0- 0 p.m.

and Tuesday, 1 1 :00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. The sale will be in the

Bedell Room, which is located in the lower part of the

Church of the Holy Spirit on the Kenyon College campus.

Scholarship Fundraiser
A tunuraiser benetming the scholarship fund of hand-

icapped students will be held at 9 p.m., December 4 in

Kenyon's KC building.
The casual get-togeth- er will present a number of musical

performers. Sponsors Laurie Brown, Brent Clark, Kenyon

art professor Terry Schupbach and others at the College

hope to raise local awareness and recognition of thespecia

needs of handicapped people in society.

Chasers Tuning Up
The Chasers, a singing group of 13 Kenyon College

students, will present a Christmas concert at 7 p "1-Wedn-
esday,

December 16 in Peirce Lounge.
The group will sing a medley of traditional Christmas

carols. Holiday cookies and hot cider will be served.
The concert is free to the public. ,
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