Nature’s Keepers Outdoor Adventure Camp Information

Camp Dates & Activities

The Nature’s Keepers Camp for 8-11 year old children will be held from 9am to 4pm on Wednesday, August 3rd through Friday, August 5th.  Campers will explore the BFEC’s 480 acre preserve with activities such as hiking, creeking, tubing on the Kokosing River, and nature-related crafts and games.  

 

As camp comes to a close on Friday afternoon, the BFEC will host an Ice Cream Social from 4:00-4:30pm for camp families.  Parents are invited to enjoy ice cream, meet your camper’s new friends and counselors, and visit some of the nearby spots that campers explored during the week.  

Registration

The registration fee, due July 11h, is $60 for BFEC members and $70 for non-members.  There is a $10 discount for registering a second child (or $50 for members, $60 for non-members.)  Registration includes snacks, t-shirt, program materials, and bus transportation.   Our camp may fill prior to the registration deadline, so please don’t delay! We must receive payment, plus the registration form, to guarantee your camper’s spot.  

Make checks payable and mail to:  BFEC, P.O.Box 508, Gambier, OH 43022.  Registration confirmation will be sent to parents via email (or by phone if an email address is not provided), as well as a reminder the week prior to camp.

Counselors

Unlike years past, camp will be run entirely by BFEC full time staff and our Kenyon summer assistants.  We are also enlisting BFEC affiliated community members to assist with programming and supervision.  As such, we will not be accepting applications for student counselors this year.
Meals

In the morning and afternoon, campers will be provided with fruit or granola bars as snacks.  We will provide ample opportunities for water breaks and will help campers keep their water bottles full, though they are also welcome to bring other beverages, but please no soda. Campers must bring their own lunches, which will be kept in coolers through the morning.

Drop-Off & Pick-Up
Please help us ensure a safe and fun experience for campers by following these drop-off and pick-up instructions:

· Drop-off campers at the BFEC Resource Center at 9781 Laymon Road, which is the second building on the right when coming from S.R. 229.  Do not drop off your camper at the farmhouse.

· If you arrive late (after 9:15 am), do not leave your child until you speak directly to camp staff so we are aware of your child’s attendance.   

· Please pick up your camper promptly at 4:00pm.  We will release campers after parents make verbal contact with a camp staff member seated outside of the building.  

· If someone other than a parent is picking up your camper, you must present a note to camp staff with the name of the person and pick-up time (if other than the standard 4pm).

· Please notify us (by phone or email) if your child will be late or absent.

What to Wear & Bring

Campers should:

· come to camp with sunscreen already applied;  we will reapply as necessary. 

· bring a sack lunch, water bottle, backpack, and sunscreen every day.  

· wear clothes and shoes that will be comfortable for an active day on their feet and that they don’t mind getting dirty. 

· bring an extra pair of old sneakers or sturdy water sandals for wearing in water;  groups may have opportunities to be in a creek or river every day.  They should not wear or pack flip-flops, which lack protection for hiking, are slippery on stream bottoms and fall off in water.

· bring a bathing suit on Friday for our tubing trip, as well as a change of clothes if they wish to wear clothing over their bathing suits.  

· leave electronics, water guns, and pocket knives at home.










