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In the ldte 16th century, peoplé observed stars

disappearing and reappearing in the sk¥y over -

periods of months. Astronomers determined this

- phenomena to be.a certain type of variable star

R W0 o O called a Cepheid - these stars have an extremely
' % e s o regular cycle of pulsation that can be used to .

£ R . . oo 4 S ~infer distances and is consistent with
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' e e ) T focuses on the history-of and- phys1cal processes

that produce pulsatlon in stars.
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